 THEME IN POPULAR CULTURE ESSAY: Students will select one of the assigned essays on themes in popular culture (production & consumption, mujō (impermanence), fusion, authenticity, fusion, mukokuseki (raceless/ lacking national identity, kawaii (cuteness) and write a 3-page essay that defines the theme and gives example of how it is seen in popular culture. Additional instructions will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard. DUE: TBD.
 BOOK REVIEW: Students will write a 3-paged type book review on a scholarly work on related to Japanese popular culture. This is not to be a just summary of the work, but a critical analysis of how the book will contribute to the student's project. Additional instructions will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard. DUE: TBD.
 POPULAR CULTURE ANALYSIS ESSAY: Students will write a 5-to 7-page research essay which analyzes an aspect of Japanese popular culture. The topic should be the same as the book review. The essay should also address one of the themes in popular culture discussed in class. (It need not be the same theme as the "theme essay.") Additional instructions will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard. DUE: TBD. 
Comment [Japan pop4]:
Murakami is one of Japan's most noted popular authors and has an international audience. Titled after the Beatles' classic the explore the novel explores the complexity of competing cultures and contributes to learning outcomes "critical appreciation" and "aesthetic appreciation."
Comment [Japan pop5]:
This Japanese pop novel widely recognized as fine literature around the world deals with universal issues of relationships in contemporary Japan while integrating global questions of consumerism, modernity, anomie (trans)-sexuality and personhood. The text contributes to learning outcomes "critical appreciation" and "aesthetic appreciation."
Comment [Japan pop6]:
This assignment is intended to (1) expand students' understanding of popular culture beyond contemporary youth culture and (2) develop "observational" and identification skills useful to recognized popular culture. It contributes to the EGC writing goals of articulating and argument and the integrated knowledge of goal of connecting facts, examples, or theories from more than one perspective. (See attached instructions.)
Comment [Japan pop7]:
See attached instruction sheet.
Comment [Japan pop8]:
grounds the student in a single discipline prior to work on interdisciplinary essay. See attached instruction sheet.
Comment [Japan pop9]:
The theme essay and the book review are preparation for the analysis essay. In the theme essay the student will understand one of the popular culture themes that will be presented throughout the class. In the book review the student will evaluate critically a scholarly treatment of a genre in Japanese popular culture. In this assignment the students will combine and expand on their earlier efforts. Meets learning outcome goals of critical writing and organizing date from multiple sources to form a single coherent argument  QUIZZES: There will be a short quiz at the beginning of class on the day assigned. The quizzes will cover the readings and lectures from the previous quiz. (From quiz to quiz.) The first quiz will be TBD. Ten quizzes have been scheduled and the course quiz grade will be calculated from the student's nine highest quiz scores. A missed quiz, regardless of reason, will be counted as the "lowest score" so there will be no make-up quizzes.
 EXAMINATIONS: There will be two exams based on the readings, lectures, and discussion, the first about half-way through the semester and the second on TBD (see final exam schedule).
 CLASS PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE: Students are expected to come to class having completed the assigned readings and to actively participate in class discussion and activities. The participation grade is composed of three parts: attendance, preparation, and willingness to participate. Since the class meets only twice a week and participation counts 50 points, chronic absences will count against the student.
CLASS POLICY:
 SUBMISSION OF PAPERS: Unless otherwise directed all papers are to be in Word® format and submitted electronically via Blackboard. To expedite grading, please include your last name as part of the document file name. Also, to avoid confusion or sending the wrong document, give each assignment a unique name (i.e. "Smith-Makiko," "Smith-themes," etc.).
 LATE PAPERS, MISSED EXAMS & QUIZZES:
The essays should be submitted by the beginning of class, n:00, on the date assigned. Late papers will be penalized. A make-up exam for students who missed the first exam will be given during finals week at a time mutually convenient for the instructors and student. There are no make-up quizzes; a missed quiz will count as the "lowest score" to be dropped. Quizzes will be administered during the first 10 minutes of class and all quizzes will be collected at n:10. Students who arrive late will not be given additional time for the quizzes or exams.
 CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR: Students have the responsibility of contributing toward a positive learning environment in the classroom. Students are expected to be in class on time, pay attention, and participate in discussion until the class is over. Frequent tardiness, leaving class early, or other disturbances will count against the student. Mobile phones should be turned off and put away during class. Students may use lap tops or other electronic formats for note taking for this class. Students who use electronic devices for something other than class notes and assignments will be penalized.
 ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work handed in is expected to be that of the student. Copying from others' work, misuse of technology, or cheating in any form will not be tolerated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will receive a zero for the assignment and may receive an "F" for the course. In keeping with University policy, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the dean and the reports included in the student's file. There are no extenuating circumstances for this. 
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Popular Culture in Tokugawa Japan
QUIZ 1
Francks, Penelope. "Shopping in the City" (Blackboard) Kawatake, Benten the Thief. (Blackboard) Web Japan, "Kabuki" http://webjapan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e30_kab uki.pdf (also on Blackboard) Web Japan, "Bunraku" http://webjapan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e32_bun raku.pdf (also on Blackboard) Comment [Japan pop18]: through immigration, colonization and occupation food may be one of the best examples of globalization. Lecture and readings examine the foreign influence (Chinese and Western) on Japanese food and the globalization of sushi and ramen. Also looks at fast food culture-American and Japanese-in Japan.
Comment [Japan pop19]:
Lecture and readings explore why sumo has failed to become as global as sushi, Hello Kitty, anime, etc. Lecture will also examine sports as a global spectacle through discussion of the 1964 and 2020 Tokyo Olympics
